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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the use of the school library in order to foster the literacy culture of elementary
school students in Purwokerto. This type of research is descriptive qualitative. Respondents in this study were
school principals, teachers and librarians. Data were collected through observation and semi-structured
interviews. In this study, qualitative data analysis from Miles was used which consisted of three streams of
activity that occurred simultaneously, which included data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions
or verification. The results showed that the use of the library in order to instill a culture of literacy was done in a
way; 1) book corner, 2) library visit and 3) reading before class. The problems that are experienced are; 1)
inadequate library space, 2) absence of librarian, 3) poorly maintained and limited library collections, 4) library
control card is still manual, 5) students' lack of reading interest. The library as a learning resource which is
expected to foster interest in reading for students must be well managed and organized, there must be an
evaluation regarding the utilization and effectiveness of the library function. So that the central role of the library
is increasingly functioning optimally in order to foster student interest in reading and literacy culture.
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INTRODUCTION
Curriculum change is a necessity that cannot be avoided. The purpose of curriculum change is
clear for the creation of a higher quality education. The 2013 curriculum as the newest
curriculum requires character values that must be given to all students, especially at the
elementary school level (SD). In addition to the application of character education, literacy
activities are also a mandatory menu that must be contained in the tools and implemented in
classroom learning. Character and literacy activities are important points in the 2013
curriculum, this is not without reason, because one measure of success and quality of learning
is no longer a cognitive assessment alone but more than that, student success can be seen from
how noble their character and literacy skills are.
Literacy is simply defined as reading. It is not wrong to interpret literacy as the ability to read.
But more broadly, literacy has six components that are not only reading, namely; literacy
literacy, numeracy literacy (numbers), scientific literacy, financial iteration (finance), digital
literacy and cultural and civic literacy (Kemdikbud 2016). In Indonesia, reading as one of the
six basic literacies is not yet something that people are interested in. Various research results
in journal articles and news related to the reading interest of the Indonesian people are not
very good. One journal article states that in 2016, the ranking of reading interest for
Indonesians was ranked 60 out of 61 countries (Endaryanta, 2017). BPS (2006) once
conducted a literacy-related census, which resulted in 85.9% of the public prefer to watch
television shows, while 40.3% listen to radio and only 23.5% choose to read newspapers. This
data clearly shows that literacy skills, especially people's interest in reading, are still lacking,
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this is our collective homework to improve and improve the skills and culture of community
literacy, especially students as the next generation, which is the largest percentage in the
Indonesian population pyramid.
Literacy skills are clearly very important for students. Students who have good literacy skills
will be smart, critical, have extensive knowledge and insight. Reading and writing are basic
literacy that must be owned by future generations. So this is what must begin to be
accustomed and cultivated to all young generations in order to create quality education.
Quality education is what is able to generate and increase students' interest in reading and
writing. So that educational institutions in this case schools have a very strategic role to
support the literacy movement of all school members. Educational institutions should be the
focus of government attention in instilling a literacy culture. Because as a forum for shaping
the future of the nation, education has a very central role in creating a society that has a
literacy culture. It is through education that the transfer of values from the old to the new
generation can take place. Including values like reading and writing which should be
conveyed and implemented in education.
Schools and teachers as the front guard in order to improve the quality of education have a
very strategic role in improving student literacy culture. One of them is the existence of the
school library. The school library is the main key in growing and improving a literacy culture
in addition to the learning process in the classroom. Libraries are rich in sources of
information and knowledge needed by all school members. Like the metabolism in the human
body, the library is the heart of the school. This expression illustrates the importance of the
library in schools, because the heart is the main symbol of life. But in reality there are school
libraries around us that have not been paid much attention, for that we need a good library
management in order to create a pleasant library atmosphere for students and all school
personnel. Even data from PNRI in 2015 shows that out of 170,647 registered primary
schools, only 45.96% (78,432) of schools have libraries, including junior and senior high
school levels where the percentage of schools that have libraries is still below 50%. In
addition, in terms of quality, out of 118,599 libraries, only 176 (0.34%) have been accredited.
(Endaryanta, 2017). This data shows the lack of facilities in the form of a library both in terms
of number and quality of libraries. Incomplete facilities in the library can be seen during
school breaks, students prefer to spend their time in the school canteen rather than in the
library (Supandi 2016).
Libraries still play a central role in creating reading habits. Libraries that have minimal
facilities and are "outdated" will certainly greatly reduce interest in reading and visits to the
library itself. In fact, library visits are still one of the classic and quite effective methods used
by teachers in order to bring books closer to students. Especially with the development of
globalization, which makes technology develop rapidly, making students of the current
generation prefer and like things that are technological rather than reading and visiting the
library. The temptation of technological advances and gadgets has become a new trigger and
challenge that lowers students' interest in reading. A clear and real program is needed to
overcome the problem of low literacy. In 2016 the government itself has launched a National
Literacy Movement program which should be welcomed by all parties. However, this
program should be balanced with various kinds of innovations in order to foster a culture of
literacy. Libraries must be improved with various kinds of innovations to attract students'
attention. If not, it is not impossible that the library's existence will be eroded and defeated by
the rapid development of technology that is more attractive to students. Especially in the
current learning period from home, innovation and library programs during the pandemic
must continue to run for the success of the literacy movement. Based on this explanation, it is
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necessary to further study the extent to which the use of libraries in elementary schools has
been in an effort to foster a culture of literacy for students in primary schools.
METHODS
The approach in this study used a qualitative research approach which aims to explore and
analyze the use of the library in fostering cultural literacy of primary school students. The
research location was taken randomly in six elementary schools in the Purwokerto area. The
informants or respondents in this study were the principal, teacher and librarian. The research
data were obtained through interviews with all informants, observation and documentation.
The data that has been obtained are then analyzed by reducing the data, presenting and
drawing conclusions. The validity of the data in this study used the triangulation of techniques
and sources.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Use of School Libraries to Foster Student Literacy Culture
Read before the lesson
Reading before class is a routine activity that all students at SD N 2 Pasir Kulon must do. This
activity is carried out twice a week, namely every Tuesday and Thursday with a duration of
30 minutes. The principal of the school said that reading activities before class is very
important in order to foster students' interest in reading and awareness of the importance of
reading so that students have broad insight and knowledge. Reading activities before class are
also carried out at SD Negeri Sambeng Wetan. Just like SD Negeri 2 Pasir, reading activities
are carried out at zero hour before class. The habit of reading before starting lessons is very
supportive of literacy programs in schools. With repeated habits, it will lead to a culture of
reading literacy for students, especially elementary school students. Reading activities before
lessons are in line with the regulation of the minister of education and culture number 23 of
2015, where in this regulation students are required to read books at least 15 minutes before
carrying out the learning process. For books that are read, it is recommended that books
outside of textbooks. The essence of this regulation explains that reading activities must be
used as a daily routine because simple things that are routinely done will certainly be much
more effective in forming a habit that is continuously carried out. With a lot of reading that is
read by students, the more vocabulary is known, and the more vocabulary is mastered,
students will certainly be skilled in communicating both oral and written communication.
Book Corner
Reading corner or book corner is one of the methods used in SD Negeri Karangsari. Class
teachers carry out literacy at the same time as classroom learning which is regulated
separately by each teacher. The teacher makes a reading corner as a reading room that is in
the classroom equipped with books. Teachers usually give assignments to find information to
add insight in the library. The book corner is one of the spots that is almost certainly in every
grade at the elementary school level. Arrangement and innovation in making book corners are
the keys to attracting students' interest in reading.
The reading corner is a spot that uses the space behind the classroom to be used as a place for
book collections. Not only books, reading corners can also be added with innovations in the
form of classroom wall paper and student work displays. The book corner is also an extension
of the library function. With optimal use of book corners, students' reading culture will
certainly improve. The rules or references for using reading corners have been mentioned by
the Ministry of Education and Culture (2016) which explains that the limitations of schools in
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terms of library management can be started by providing a reading area in schools: 1) utilizing
the corner of the classroom as a place to provide reading material as well as making it part of
the school's needs to build activities literacy 2) provide guidance and motivation to students to
get used to reading by utilizing the class reading corner during their spare time.
Library visit
Library visits are still a "mainstay" way to increase students' reading interest in elementary
schools. The research data shows that all schools still use this "classic" method in instilling a
student literacy culture. At SD Negeri Kaarngsari, library visits are scheduled for two times a
week. Then at SD Negeri 3 Dukuhwaluh, the library officer at the school implements a
schedule of library visits for grades 1 to grade 6. Every day of the week the schedule of visits
is arranged starting from grade 6 which is given a visit schedule Monday, class 5 on Tuesday
and so on until Friday. and Saturday for grades 1 and 2. Likewise at SD Negeri Kalitapen,
planting an attitude of fondness for reading is done by scheduling school library visits to all
students. The library visit schedule is applied to all students from Monday to Saturday except
for a special Thursday, namely Thursday at 09.00 (grades 1-3) and 11.00 (grades 4-6).
However, teachers and students can also take advantage of the library at any time outside of
the predetermined schedule.
Introducing the library to students from an early age is expected to foster interest in reading as
early as possible from the lower classes. Library visits make students get learning experiences
apart from inside the classroom. Because apart from being a learning resource, the library also
functions as a place for student recreation. This is what makes library visits a powerful way to
foster a student literacy culture.
Constraints in the use of school libraries in order to foster a literacy culture of students in
elementary schools
Inadequate library space
The results showed that some of the library buildings or rooms were still inadequate or
meeting standards. The library building at SD Negeri 3 Dukuhwaluh is still considered narrow
and inadequate, which causes students to be less interested in visiting the library. Then the
condition of the library looks less tidy, this will make students uncomfortable in the library.
The library clerk at SD Negeri 3 Dukuwaluh was a transfer, according to him when he first
came to the library of SD Negeri 3 Dukuwaluh, the condition of the library was dirty and
untidy. Books are placed anywhere there are placed piled on the table and are not returned to
the bookshelf. This makes students less interested in coming to the library. These results
indicate that the condition of the building and the library room greatly influences students'
interest in visiting the library. In fact, in supporting the literacy movement program, the
library is one of the keys to supporting the program. This means that when the function and
role of libraries are so important in order to foster student literacy, a good, adequate and
representative library condition must be created immediately to attract students to (at least)
visit and read library collections. In addition, supporting factors, such as the presence of wifi,
a canteen or a complete collection and innovative activities, can also be an attraction to bring
books closer to students.
No Librarian Officer
Librarian officers should be a mandatory component that must be fulfilled in order to foster a
culture of literacy for students, especially in elementary schools. However, in reality and
conditions in the field, there are still many library officers who do not match the
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qualifications. Of the six schools that were the object of research, only one school (SD Negeri
3 Dukuhwaluh) had librarian officers from S1 library science graduates. Meanwhile, in other
elementary schools, teachers take turns in guard. There is only one library staff on duty in the
SDN 1 Kalitapen library, namely the teacher on duty. Every day the picket teacher is only
assisted by a class teacher who accompanies both in the distribution of duties.
The current school library staff are still mostly managed by a teacher or administrators who
are seconded to managing the library, so if this continues like that when the progress of
education in our schools will quickly increase. Because the needs of libraries and librarians
are still not considered important. However, high-quality librarians are the demands of the 4.0
industrial revolution, which apart from having skills in the field of libraries and information
technology, has a spirit of creativity and innovation, and more importantly is able to transfer
knowledge. Advances in technology and access to information, demands of diverse readers
(students), according to advances in science and technology. Advances in information
technology (digital technology) and access to information require a library transformation that
is tailored to the needs of students and teachers in schools
The library collection is poorly maintained and limited
The results of the research show that some of the library collections in schools are still limited
and can be said to be quite old or "old". At SD Negeri Sambengwetan, for example, the
library facilities are considered inadequate, such as the limited number of books and the lack
of book innovation, books available in the library at SD Negeri Sambeng Wetan are fiction
and non-fiction books but the number is limited. The books available are from BOS funds and
donations from students. This condition certainly occurs in most libraries in Indonesia
according to the PNRI data which shows that most libraries have not met the minimum
standards. The use of libraries as a learning resource is very important. So that all collections
and library materials in the library should be able to support the learning process. Library
materials must be checked and updated periodically and replaced according to user needs and
curriculum and collections must be varied in order to attract students' reading interest.
Library Control Card Still Manual
Circulation in the library is an indicator of activities in the library. To record and maintain
book collections in the library, of course, records are needed as a benchmark for borrowing
collections. However, the results of research in the field show that in SD Negeri Karangcegak
the library visit card is still in an amnual form, this is because there is no computer device in
the library. Even SD Negeri Karangsari, SD Negeri Pasir and SD Negeri 3 Dukuhwaluh do
not have a library visit card. This of course will make it difficult for officers to record library
visitors. This is also the case with SDN 1 Kalitapen, which does not facilitate its students with
school library visit cards. Although in general the visiting card functions only as a student
identity, it is deemed necessary for students to have the card and also as a symbol of good
school library administration management.
Data collection and recording becomes something important later because the library which
has a success rate in its benefits and functions can be seen from the number of visitors who
make visits and activities in the library. Therefore, semi-automatic data collection with the
help of computer devices is needed to assist the circulation and inventory of library
collections. In the future, of course, we hope that all libraries at the elementary school level
will be equipped with computers.
Interest in reading

314 | Book Chapter homepage: https://proceedings.aecon.ump.ac.id/index.php/aecon/issue/view/1

ISBN: 978-602-6697-64-6

The results of research interviews at SD Negeri Kalitapen and SD Negeri 3 Dukuhwaluh
showed that the students' low reading interest and mood were an obstacle in fostering a
literacy culture. In line with Rosmalah's research (2019) which shows that students' reading
interest is low due to incomplete library collections and hot library conditions due to
inadequate suggestions. However, this is precisely what must be fixed together. Re-checking
the use and effectiveness of the library is something that must be evaluated. In the end, the
condition of the library, both sarpras and human resources, is a factor that affects students'
reading interest or even just visiting the library. Although actually reading habits are not a
tradition of our predecessors, the existence of libraries will always be related to how students'
reading interest is. Library as a learning resource which is expected to foster students' interest
in reading should be well managed. A good library must be able to provide a comfortable
atmosphere for visitors because a comfortable atmosphere can attract students to read to the
library.
Reading and writing or literacy culture itself is actually more than just reading and or writing,
but includes thinking skills using sources of knowledge in print, visual, digital and auditory
forms. In this 21st century, this ability is known as information literacy. Clay (2001) describes
that the components of information literacy consist of early literacy, basic literacy, library
literacy, media literacy, technology literacy, and visual literacy. The following table shows
the parties who play an active role in the literacy component.
Table 1.Components and Parties Role in Literacy
No.
1

Literacy Component
Early childhood literacy

2
3
4
5

Basic Literacy
Library Literacy
Technology Literacy
MediaLiteracy

6

Visual Literacy

Parties Role
Parents and family, teachers / PAUD, guardian /
caregiver
Formal education
Formal education
Formal and family education
Formal education, family, and social environment
(neighbors / local communities)
Formal education, family, and social environment
(neighbors / local communities)
(Kemdikbud, 2016)

The literacy ability of students or students is one of the most important needs in the 21st
century. Even in the World Economic Forum report (2015) it is said that the three main
abilities required are foundational literacy, competencies related to problem solving, and
quality. Character qualities. Foundation literacies are believed to be the core abilities of a
student in everyday life. These skills serve as the basis for building more advanced
competencies. This category includes not only reading and numerical literacy, but also
scientific literacy, ICT literacy, financial literacy as well as cultural and civic literacy. In fact,
this ability is closely related to the demands for reading skills which lead to the ability to
understand information analytically, critically and reflectively (UNESCO, in Hidayah 2016).
Literacy as a key instrument for improving the quality of life must be introduced as early as
possible to students, starting from the family, school and community environment. So that
literacy is not only understood as a mere individual change, but also a process of social
transformation. Therefore, people must master the literacy needed to be used as provisions for
living a quality life, both now and in the future. Libraries as one of the spearheads of the
literacy movement program must be addressed and must bring up innovations in order to
attract students' reading interest.
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CONCLUSION
The use of the library in order to instill a literacy culture in Purwokerto elementary schools is
done by; 1) book corner, 2) library visit and 3) reading before class. The constraints
experienced in using the library in order to instill a literacy culture are; 1) inadequate library
space, 2) absence of librarian, 3) poorly maintained and limited library collections, 4) library
control card is still manual, 5) students' lack of reading interest. The library as a learning
resource which is expected to foster interest in reading for students must be well managed and
organized, there must be an evaluation regarding the utilization and effectiveness of the
library function. Innovations and programs that can bring books closer to students should be
added. As well as improvement and checking of library material collections must be added.
So that the central role of the library is increasingly functioning optimally in order to foster
student interest in reading and literacy culture.
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