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Abstract
This research investigated the improving students’ achievement in their TOEFL score on Reading
Comprehension Strategies, Test, to acquire the data, the researchers used the instrument of this research was test
and use two method: 1. Interview guide, 2. Reading Comprehensions Test I, II, and III with giving the different
items. And the technique of collecting data by test and observation, and the result conclude that reading
strategies in reading comprehension. It can be supposed that after give till three test then student improve their
achievement in TOEFL score. While improving it continuously, test its need process while on giving this tests
during use by reading comprehension strategies.it found that from students MAN 2 Model Medan, UNIMED,
and Mathematic UMSU. The number of students 5 students consisting of 4 males and 1 female found each of
them from the last test got good score 83, 14 from mean score 45,73. That it was indicated that shows the
students score by using reading comprehension strategies have improved in each that test.

INTRODUCTION
As we known English in Indonesia, English in Indonesia in our country is as a foreign
language and one of the main subjects of individual course institution. Nowadays, students
that come from collage study of English by certain media, there are such as book, newspaper,
television and others. It proves that English is an important language that should be mastered
by students either through listening or reading skill. They can acquire many information and
knowledge by reading that all can be related information or knowledge through books,
newspapers, and magazines, spreading in many places or specific language courses.
Reading for decoding language skill should be an active and receptive that is the primary
source of meaningful input in learning a foreign language. Besides, "reading is essential for
completing all college-level courses. In other words, college students who are more proficient
readers are most likely to experience more success in their courses"[1] according to Kim and
Anderson.
Also known as test wideness that one important test related factor is test taking of strategies,.
This factor affects performance in tests and leads in another advantage which is improving
test validity [2].
The act of mastery of English language proficiency without being limited by times of reading
facilitates for them more expand to their knowledge, or other people like teacher. In this term,
the ability in getting TOEFL score that is the subjects would focus on students' reading
comprehension. To getting TOEFL score of students it gives the writer some curiosities and
encourages the writer to find out what actually factor that put in it. This would work by
knowing first the strategy they used to comprehend a reading text is surely often found in
their daily reading activity. To get the high value in TOEFL scoring there are many obstacles
in lea in deed reading comprehension. The TOEFL process requirement in teaching English,
the writer is interested in studying and analyzing the students' learning reading comprehension
as if. It expressed to contribute to the practice of reading teaching in the future. Based on the
phenomenon, the author concluded that in learn English it can affects students' motivation by
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reading teaching media. in this investigation will be identified that how far the correlation of
it? Dealing with the problem above, the author is interested in reading in depth analysis.
The Purpose of Reading
The reading process such as books, novels, newspapers will tend to be different when we read
sentences on billboards on the street; this difference in skills often depends on the purpose of
how we read. Harmer further states that there are six purposes for reading, namely as follows:
[3]
1. To identify topics,
Good readers can receive written topic texts very quickly. Supported by their preexisting knowledge, they can come up with ideas and this ability can enable them to
process text more efficiently.
2. To predict and guess,
Readers sometimes make guesswork to try to understand what the written text is
saying. Sometimes they see that they can guess by looking ahead; try to predict about
what will come and sometimes it has guessed or assumed the context from the initial
view.
3. Read for detailed information,
Some readers will read and understand everything they read in detail. This usually
occurs on the basis of written instructions or described procedures.
4. Read special information,
Sometimes readers want specific and specific information to get a lot of information.
They only concentrate when the item they are interested in appears, they will ignore
other information from the text until they find the specific item they are looking for.
We can call this process or this activity a scanning process.
5. Read for understanding, generally
Good readers can pick up on the flow of discourse and understand the gist of the text,
without paying too much attention to detail. This means that they are not looking for
words and analyzing everything in the text. This can be called a skimming activity or
process.
Reading Comprehension
Reading Comprehension is a skill that is critical to the educational success of all individuals.
Because without adequate reading comprehension skills, students can struggle in many areas
or objects. Reading comprehension is an important skill required for all areas of the school.
Reading subjects are like literature, where these skills include skills in the sciences, social
studies, and mathematics. In the field of science, research shows that many students lack
knowledge in knowing reading strategies, that is, this can result in inference, resulting in poor
understanding of the scientific text. It was also found that students lacked specific reading
strategies to generate conclusions that helped in understanding science texts [4].
Reading comprehension is defined as the level of understanding of a text / message. This
understanding comes from the interaction between the written words and how they trigger
knowledge outside the text / message [5]. Proficiency in reading depends on the ability to
recognize words quickly and easily [6]. If word recognition is found difficult, because
students use too much processing capacity to read individual words, which can interfere with
their ability to understand what is being read.
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Reading Comprehension Strategies
Before 1980s, minor comprehension instruction took place on the United States National
Reading Panel. Palinscar and Brown have developed a technique called reciprocal teaching,
which is teaching that teaches students to predict, summarize, clarify, and also ask questions
for sections of the text. This technique gives positive results. Since then, the use of strategies
to summarize each paragraph has been considered as an effective strategy for building student
understanding. the idea here is that it can develop stronger and more accurate reading
comprehension skills and work independently if teachers provide them with explicit mental
tools to unpack text [7].
Strategies for Developing Reading Skills
Using Reading Strategies
Language teachers are often frustrated by the fact that students cannot automatically transfer
the strategies they use when they read from their mother tongue into the language they are
learning. On the contrary, they seem to think that reading means starting over word for word,
then stopping to search for incomprehensible vocabulary and continue until they reach the
end. When they do this, students rely solely on the linguistic knowledge they have, a bottomup strategy. One of the most important functions of this language instructor is to be able to
help students get past these ideas and use this top-down strategy, just as they would in their
native language.
Effective language instructors can show students how they can adapt their reading behavior to
meet different situations, types of input, and reading goals. They help students develop a set
of reading strategies and match strategies that suit each reading situation.
Strategies that can help students read more quickly and effectively include:
1. Preview: review titles, section titles, to understand the structure and content of the
reading selection.
2. Predicting: using knowledge of the subject matter to predict about content and
vocabulary and checking understanding; that is, using knowledge of text types in order
to make predictions of the structure of discourse; uses knowledge of the author to make
predictions with writing style, vocabulary, and content
3. Skimming and scanning: use short surveys to get key ideas, identify text structure,
confirm or question predictions
4. Guessing from context: using knowledge of the subject and ideas in the text as clues to
the meaning of previously unknown words, or can instead stop looking for them.
5. Paraphrasing: stops at the end to check understanding by restating information and ideas
in the text.
Instructors who use reading strategies in several ways can help students learn when and how
to use them:
1. By modeling strategy assertively and aloud, tell and show students how this system
works and how much they can find out about the text before reading it word for word in
the text by going through a process of previewing, predicting, skimming and scanning,
and paraphrasing.
2. Allocating class time from these activities shows that it is of importance and value. By
giving class time using group and individual previews as predictions of activities in
preparation for reading in class and outside of class.
3. Using the exercise labeled "cloze" (fill in the blank) to review vocabulary items. This
can help students learn to guess meaning from context.
4. This allows students to develop flexibility for their choice of strategies. What strategies
do they think will help them approach the reading assignment and what will encourage
students to talk about, then after that we discuss what reading methods they use.
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How they can control their reading experience, and how they will gain confidence in their
ability to read the language when language learners use reading strategies.
Reading to Learn
Reading is the most important part of language teaching at every level as it will support
learning in many ways viz. Reading to learn language: Reading material is input into
language. By providing students with various materials to read, instructors also provide many
opportunities for students to absorb vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and discourse
structures as they are in an authentic context. That way, students can get a more complete
picture of the ways of the language elements and work together to infer meaning.
Reading for information content: Students aim to read in their native language and often to get
much information about a subject they are studying and this purpose can be useful in language
learning in the classroom as well. Reading to get information from the content in the language
of the classroom and to give students reading material in an authentic way with the real
purpose of reading.
Reading for cultural knowledge and awareness: Read everyday materials designed from
native speakers who have informed students about the lifestyle and insights as well as
worldviews of the people whose languages they are learning. When students have access to
newspapers, magazines, and Web sites, they will find culture in all its varieties, and the
stereotypes of monolithic culture begin to break down. When reading for study material,
students need to follow the four basic steps below:
1. Find out the purpose of reading. Here it is necessary to activate the background knowledge
of the topic where to predict or anticipate the content and identify how appropriate reading
strategies are.
2. Remember Pay attention to relevant parts of the text only for the purpose of identifying
then ignore the rest. Selectivity objectives would allow students to focus on specific items
only and reduce the amount of information they have to store in short-term memory.
3. Choose a strategy that fits the correct reading assignment and use it flexibly and
interactively. Students' understanding and confidence increase when they use skills known
as top down and bottom up simultaneously to construct meaning.
4. Check the way we understand when reading and then when the reading assignment has
been completed. Then monitor the understanding of students that can help students to
detect inconsistencies and failures in their understanding, this can help them learn to use
alternative strategies.
Kinds of Strategies in Reading Comprehensions
There are various ways to improve students' understanding of reading skills to achieve
achievement in TOEFL scores; here are some strategies, namely: Informal Reading Inventory
or abbreviated as (IRI). In the 1930s, it was necessary to establish a reading assessment
protocol that gave rise to a Legacy of Reading of Assessment. This assessment appears in
principle aimed at identifying and providing solutions for particularities of the inhibition of
the acceleration process and reading comprehension by students. It is like providing a kind of
place where teachers can assess students' progress in reading. this study is known as the Basal
reader.
So the Informal Reading Inventory (IRI) was born, which is a class-based lesson which will
direct and monitor the progress of the system. However, due to laborious construction,
another format has been created which is known as the Informal Reading Inventory based on
criteria. The IRI provides good descriptions of the three levels of reading comprehension for
critical advancement.
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1.

Frustration Level or Inability Level, where words are coded with an accuracy of below
90% with an understanding accuracy below 70%.
2. Instructional level or ability that is supported by guidance with an accuracy level of
around 90% with an understanding accuracy of about 75%.
3. The level of independence where a student does not need help anymore in having an
accuracy of decoding above 97% with an accuracy of understanding below 90%.
Initially IRI provided a framework for recording and responding to questions asked, then
analyzed to find out how strong this process was and whether it became blurry for students.
However, it currently offers many add-ons to get a more detailed picture of its progress.
Informal Reading-Thinking Inventory (IR-TI)
In addition, in 1995, Manzo and McKenna developed an innovation as the Informal ReadingThinking Inventory, which is aimed at or given to related fields such as developing student
thinking in addition to the ability to decipher words and the accuracy of understanding. this
format has to facilitate additional measuring tools for advancement and higher cognitive
understanding. and measuring progress at three levels - including how well or well the student
reads the line, reading between the lines that go beyond the boundaries (starting from
recognition, conclusion and interpretation and application). The most significant aspect of IRTI is that separate assessments are made for basic understanding and critical-constructive
understanding separately.
Procedure, Informal Reading, and Thinking about Inventory (IR-TI) provides a set of graded
word lists from which each list will be generated at a specific difficulty level and from a
certain class. This list is given to students who are marked in the first stage and tested to
measure their level of independence. Always advise students that the first step is easier and
then gradually move to the more difficult one to increase their self-confidence. Graded lists
were found to be a fast and effective tool in assessing student levels.
After the stratified list, the part that has been graded will be given to the students. Students are
asked to read the passage aloud and clearly, and then answer the question. While reading, the
teacher should take note of any unexpected responses such as negligence, substitution,
insertion, self-correction, repetition and doubt. After students have finished reading, the books
that have been read by them will be closed and related questions will be asked. An assessment
will be made on the basis of the answers given and the reading accuracy and fluency. These
efforts are made continuously to improve the format that is focused on developing one's world
view of life, namely this stage which is considered the highest stage in reading
comprehension..
Reading Section Organization of TOEFL iBT
This reading section consists of 3 to 5 sections. It cannot be predicted whether a particular
session will contain 3 or 5 texts. However, if the reading section is filled with more in that
section, it will make the listening test section contain less to listen to and vice versa. Each text
in the reading is approximately 700 words with 12 to 14 questions related to the text. In the
first section you have 20 minutes to read it and answer the questions. The 2nd and 3rd
Sections have a total time of 40 minutes, so if you're a little slow for the second half, you
won't be stopped at the last 20 minutes of k2 until you can catch up to the third. You have to
be very careful about the time given as the system will terminate you as soon as it ends.
The text is taken from the university level textbook with slight changes and covers a variety
of different subjects and topics. Test takers are expected to be unfamiliar with the topic to be
given. The questions are designed in such a way that all the information needed to give the
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correct answer is in the text. The texts or sections to be clarified herein are categorized into
three main categories:
1. Exposition - namely explaining the topic or subject
Argument - presents a thought from the point of view of a given topic and provides
arguments to support it
2. Historically, the text will introduce from a point of view the topics that candidates
should pay attention to while reading. Test takers are asked to provide at least one
question to demonstrate that they understand the general organization of the text. Text
can be arranged in several general types:
a. Classification
b. Compare or contrast
c. Cause and effect
Problems and solutions, definitions of difficult words or phrases in the text can be explained
here. The word or phrase that contains the definition here is colored or underlined in a
different way and the test taker must click on the word so that the definition appears in the
lower left corner of the screen.
Type of questions
The questions have been organized in the Reading section into three main question formats:
1. Multiple choice format - four-choice questions with one answer
2. Sentence insertion - a question that asks to insert a sentence into the text whichever is
the most suitable sentence among one of the four available options.
3. Read to study questions, which contain more than four choices and more than one
possible correct answer. Test takers are expected to sort the information provided in the
questions into a category chart or summary. Summary questions and charts are worth
more than 1 point. The questions are marked with the correct number of points. Chart
questions can consist of five (up to 3 points worth) or seven options (up to 4 points
worth). For questions in the chart part of the possibility of partial credit therein.
Remember
1. Time allocated for the different parts of the reading is for reading the text and answering
questions.
2. Test takers are expected to be unfamiliar with the topics presented in the reading
section. All the information needed to give the correct answer is in the text.
3. Download our Reading Tips to improve your reading skills.
Improve Reading Skills in IELTS & TOEFL
TOEFL and IELTS are tests that English students take to enter higher education in an
English-speaking country (Leyla Norman). The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign
Language) and IELTS (International English Language Testing System) tests are intended to
assess students' ability to understand and produce English in an academic environment.
Students whose first language are not English and wish to study in an English-speaking
country can take one of these tests for admission to universities or colleges in those countries.
Reading is only one part of this test, and there are several strategies you can use to help you
succeed in this section.
Instructions:
1. Read as much as you can, that according to Milada Broukal, you will ‘be exposed to a
greater vocabulary’, and this will be significantly to improve your success on the IELTS
and TOEFL exams. While read newspapers and magazine articles, short stories, and any
of other of English language of the material you can obtain, especially IELTS and
TOEFL to practice of reading of sections.
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2.

Read the instructions on the test for each set of the questions. Understand exactly what
you are being asked to do then this way, you will not spend time to looking for answers
to types of questions that are not being asked of it.
3. Note the key words and phrases in each of questions and set of the answers. You will
know exactly that what words and phrases to look for in the passage of it. Underlining
or highlighting the essential of words and phrases as you go along that can help you
reference them as you look for the answers in the course.
4. Then Scan the article for information in diagrams, pictures, and section headings. You
may find the answers of that you need in the supporting to information of the item. Note
trends on graphs it, labels on diagrams, and other the specific information of presented
in these resources.
5. Scan and skim it, Look for the main ideas of the passage and how it is organized it.
When you scan the article then you were looking for the specific of words and phrases
that you noted them when you read the questions. When you skim the item of them, you
are reading quickly for details in the paragraphs that is containing the answers to the
exam of questions.
6. Next Read the section that has the answers you need near and for detail. This is the time
that to focus on precisely what the paragraph says of it. It may contain facts where the
clues to the author's opinion or other of information will be asked for in the question.
7. Guess when you do not know the answer to the question of it. It is better to answer a
question than to leave it blank while the Eliminate answers you know are not correct,
and then go with your instinct.
Here are some Tips & Warnings:
1. First, take practice tests as part of your study.
2. Second, answer all of the questions on the exam.
3. Third, guess if you do not know the answer.
4. Fourth, pay attention to section headings that these will help you identify which section
of the passage to focus on.
5. Fifth, watch the time when you take the test of it. And make sure you leave enough time
to answer all of the questions. However, do not focus so much on the time you have left
that you do not answer all of the questions you can.
Effective Teaching: Reading Comprehension Strategies
The Effective teaching reading of awareness of strategies provides various modules to
enhance this skill Reading comprehension offers a tool called a tool for assessing the level of
understanding of a text while reading. Effective comprehension learning strategies that offer a
variety of modules to improve skills and combine vocabulary, fluency, phonics and
interpretation of skills.
Reading comprehension is defined as the level of understanding in that part of the text,
reading at a rate of 200 to 220 words per minute is a normal reading speed. For a normal
reading speed, 75% is an acceptable comprehension level. This means that if a child can
understand the meaning contained in the text at least 75% of the total text, then it is
considered an acceptable limit for reading comprehension.
The various methods used here are methods that improve reading comprehension and train
students' ability to read with their own understanding, actively and in general to test
comprehension, usually using a series of questions to improve metacognition. Theoretical
teaching (conceptual teaching) and perfect or better knowledge of language have proven to be
helpful. practice also has an important role to play in honing our reading skills. Selfassessments with the help of interrogations with elaborate summaries can be helpful
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Comprehension reading becomes effective and this is the culmination of mastery of
vocabulary, phonics, fluency, and also reading comprehension skills. People who have good
comprehension skills will be considered as active readers, with the ability to interact with
words and understand sentences in their full meaning and the concept behind them. Thus it
can be concluded that comprehension reading skills will be distinguished between active
readers and passive readers who only read text without understanding its meaning.
Aims of Teaching Reading Comprehension
1. First, to understand the context, the order and characters are arranged and narrated in the
text.
2. Second, parts of the text that can be seen by the reader. Then reading comprehension
skills will work on this aspect to get a clear picture of meaning.
3. Third, Assist in making a text-based questionnaire about the theme or its own ideas that
arise. It always helps to better understand the words in the paragraph.
4. Fourth, narrative events with our previous experiences and predict the next events based
on information and given in the narrative.
Test
Testing reading comprehension is always proven correct because this tool can prove students'
abilities and can also provide feedback. It can prove a student's level of ability independently
and can also assess, on his own, with the carefully designed test. The comprehension of the
carefully designed test is to answer the questions already constructed as accurately as
possible, and from each meaning of the whole text, including the most critical of each word.
The questionnaire can be made from an open question type, a closed format or between
several question options.
Achievement of TOEFL Score
Comprehension which is the TOEFL process offers to prove motivation and contains
extraordinary understanding for students to read on their own and this is very useful for
students. While reading comprehension is how to identify and load texts so that students can
be responsive in text mastery. and Through this TOEFL test on students 'reading
comprehension, this tool can help which tools can improve students' reading comprehension..
The Definition of TOEFL
TOEFL, Test of English as a Foreign Language, is the test most often carried out in the
process of admitting foreign students to colleges and universities in the United States [10].
The TOEFL score is the result of studying English for students who want to study at the
university which they will choose according to the score that will determine which university
they will accept them, governance can also be a requirement needed in work. It is the
accumulation of students that they have to achieve. From this definition it means that the
TOEFL is a tool to predict students' ability to read comprehension through the TOEFL test
process.
Loughead in Ashuri states that TOEFL stands for an English test for international
communication which is used as the development of English or foreign languages and has
been developed by them, linguists and staff at Chauncey international group to identify and
evaluate non-English foreign languages, in other words, TOEFL is an international test that
measures the daily English skills of people who work in an environment. This tests four
effective skills: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. It emphasizes and measures
English communication effectively by (Tips TOEFL IBT).
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Definition of Performance
Achievement is an indicator of success in the entire learning process. The quality of student
learning, whether it is effective or bad, depends on the quality of the student. Arifin stated that
achievement is a skill in solving a problem. According to Sukarta, "achievement is
information about; knowledge, attitudes, behavior, and skills found by students within a
certain period of time. Arifin stated that the main functions of the achievements among them
are:
1. this section is an indicator that students must achieve.
2. This idea is a distribution symbol that must be known.
3. and this is a problem of innovation in educational learning.
4. these are indicators that are external and internal. This can be said to be an indicator of
intelligence of the students.
Research Design
This research is an action research. This means that research is conducted in the classroom to
get teaching practice. On the other hand, it can be said as an action to solve the problem.
Therefore, this study aims to solve the problems in learning problems that we encounter today
[11].
Before doing this research, the students will be asked first. As Arikunto said, novice
researchers are advised to collaborate in conducting action research.
Subject of the Research
The research subjects were five students’ participants one from students study at UMSU in
sevenths semester Majority of Mathematics, one student from UNIMED, and another study at
MAN 2 Model Medan.
Instrument of Collecting Data
In this research, the writer use two method, there are:
1. The interview guide is needed when the writer to interviewing the students to get some
information about them, teaching and learning process their school condition.
2. To acquire the data, where the research used the instrument of this research was test,
test of Reading Comprehensions include: Test I, II, and III with giving the different
items.
Technique of Data Collection
Data collection has been carried out by tests and observations. Where observations were made
to determine student attitudes (qualitative data) during the study. Meanwhile, the quantitative
data were taken from the students' scores on the test.
Data analysis techniques
Techniques designed here are descriptive quantitative, and the object scores are interpreted in
consultation with the following five-scale intervals in table 1 the five-scale intervals of
student scores.
Table 1. The five scales interval of students’ score
Score
Categories
85-100
Very Good
75-84
Good
60-74
Moderate
40-59
Low
0-30
Failed
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After collecting the data, then has been analyzed by the researcher in steps below.
1. Knowing the students' score by this formula:
Where: S
=
score, the students’ score or a total of sums (Arikunto)
2. Knowing the mean score for each of the tests, by the formula:
Where: M
=
mean score or total of the students’ score
N
=
number of the student
3. They compare the result of each test to know whether using these reading strategies can
improve their TOEFL scores of the difficulty of students' reading comprehension of skills.

Data and Data Analysis
Research Setting of Description
This research has been conducted by some stdents at MAN 2 Model Medan, UNIMED, and
Mathematic UMSU. The number students 5 students that consist of 4 males and 1 female.
Research Finding
Therefore where this research aims to foster student enthusiasm and their motivation by using
reading strategies. It is hoped that it can improve their achievement in their reading skills.
Students are given a test to determine their ability in their listening skills before taking this
treatment action.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Based on the test score, it can be assume that using the reading strategies and the result of the
the students tests that most of students are difficulty answering the Test I because they said
that it's challenging one than the other. Test II will find a little more comfortable than the Test
I, and about the Test III become comfortable because they know the strategies. They said it
will be useful and acceptable to use the reading comprehension strategies to achieve their
reading comprehension skills.
CONCLUSION
Based on this research, it has been conclude that the use of reading strategies in reading
comprehension. It can be supposed that after give till three tests then student can be improved
their achievement in TOEFL score. While improving it continuously, test its need process
while on giving this tests during use by reading comprehension strategies.it found that from
students MAN 2 Model Medan, UNIMED, and Mathematic UMSU. The number students 5
students that consist of 4 males and 1 female, it’s found each of them from the last test got
good score 83, 14 from mean score 45,73. That it was indicated that shows the students score
by using reading comprehension strategies have improved in each that test.
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