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Abstract
This research investigated improving students' vocabulary by using song lyrics, an action of the study conducted
in a classroom to increase the quality of teaching practices by Arikunto. Therefore, this research purposed to
solve the problems in the teaching-learning of English by listening skill. The study 3zthat was the seventh-grade
students of SMP N 1 Beringin Lubuk Pakam consisting of 31 students, four males, and 27 females. The method
is interview guide, and test, to acquire the data, the research used of the instrument of this research was test; song
sheets (lyric) were given the test, and actions. The test consisted of 55 items of filling in the missing words in the
poems on test papers. The data was collected through examination and observation. In contrast, the statement
was made to know the students' attitude (qualitative data) during information research meanwhile, and the
quantitative data was taken from the students' score in the test. Students got a mean score of 45,73, and they got
83,14. It shows that the student's vocabulary in listening skill has improved in each that test although didn't
assess score. The use of song lyric could improve the student's vocabulary in listening skill. And it was a
successful effort, but it still needed the treatment of suitable song activity to get the higher score.

INTRODUCTION
Reviews to improve the quality of children in their vocabulary mastery, where students are
inspired by several studies on some of the teaching and learning of English as a second
language and a foreign language (international language), especially in improving the quality
of their vocabulary, where there are several obstacles that faced by both students and teachers.
These obstacles include use of inappropriate methods by the teacher and also the lack of
motivation from students. The problem with students' poor mastery of English listening skills
is that most of them have very short attention spans and a lack of motivation [1].
Teachers must find suitable methods to motivate students to be interested in learning English.
So that the objectives of teaching listening can be expected to be achieved. As a foreign
language, English itself has four skills (reading, listening, writing and speaking) that every
student must master. From these skills listening and paying attention is a skill that is difficult
to master, therefore it needs full attention and more concentration to understand its sound
(listening material). It can be said that listening is not a passive skill; and the listening process
is a complex process in which many things come together in the mind. As well as being
complicated or difficult, listening is much more difficult than many people imagine [2].
Listening Skill
Listening is a complex problem-solving skill as a defined by oxford [3], Listening to the
understanding of the meaning of connected words, phrases, clauses, sentences and discourse.
Furthermore, according to the Bulletin in Saricoban [4], listening is a part of basic language
skills. It is a medium through which children, adolescents and adults can get most of their
information, namely their understanding of the world and about the affairs of human life, their
ideals, values, feelings and values.
Listening skills can be defined as the ability to pay attention or listen to something we are
listening to. However, listening is not the same as hearing. Listening is basically a passive and
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automatic activity. You can hear voices without being consciously involved in the process.
Meanwhile, in listening, the brain automatically does not translate the words into the message
that is conveyed. Basically, listening is determining the meaning and message of a sound or
word. It is an active process that involves more than just labeling sounds or words. As stated
by Mee [5], listening is a complex process where many things happen simultaneously in every
thought. As well as being complicated, listening to it is much more difficult than many people
can or can imagine. So, we can say that listening is the ability to identify and understand what
other people are saying. Then this too becomes a complex activity, and we can help students
to understand what they are hearing by simultaneously activating their previous knowledge.
Apart from that, he will consider that teachers can help in other ways to alleviate listening
difficulties, namely by training students in various types of listening.
Listening is a complex skill that describes multiple levels, namely skills that use different
strategies that we can use at different times for different purposes, said McDowell and Hart
Listening Plus [6]. These strategies can be explained in the following methods: explaining this
strategy and micro skills are as follows.
1. when we listen, we can also take advantage of the information we already have on
some of the topics discussed. The more we know the less intensive we have to listen.
2. we use the information we already have about the topic and the way it works is to
anticipate and predict what will come.
3. basically we usually listen selectively instead of listening to every word. We will
listen to key words and phrases that give us a hint of meaning and not to individual
words as many learners tend to do.
4. As we listen and when we choose that information, we will store it in our memory for
a clear reinterpretation of what is to come. Then we will store them in long-term
memory, in the form of messages, and not in actual words.
In this case it is important to mention a few words about an interesting song because it is close
to our long and short term memory. Of course, everyone has experienced the phenomenon of
songs that are interesting to listen to where a unique and special type of song, which after
hearing it can stay in someone's mind, sometimes it's only for a while and sometimes it can
last for several hours, but sometimes it can forever and ever.
Difficulties in Listening Skill
In listening skills, listening is usually a skill that is difficult to master by students, where for
the first reason that students do not have the text in front of themselves such as face to face,
they will see the text if they do not understand the information. The second reason is the
direct accent and intonation of native English speakers. Also, every country must have its own
regional dialect and accent and this can be confusing to listeners. Although all of this is used
as learning to listen as part of the main challenge and it is not surprising that students must
find it difficult.
Your stated that [7], there are found that some students who had difficulty learning to listen:
difficulty with listening to sounds, that they had to understand every word, but could not
immediately understand the original words quickly and naturally, of course they needed to
hear more than once, and found it difficult to followed suit, then became tired or bored.
Another problem also arises in learning to listen, where students do not have control of the
speed of what they hear and what they cannot play back or repeat to listen again. Although in
class listening material can be recorded and can also be played back or students can listen to it
again, this can usually be controlled. In addition, because of the native speaker's habit of
speaking, students think they feel that the teacher is asking or ordering them to listen to the
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whole message in the song and automatically forget what they couldn't pick up on, which
might mean what they didn't understand the message, and teachers don't know that sometimes
what they don't really understand can add up to 75% of what Rixon hears. They are
encouraged to understand everything by listening carefully to teachers who speak slowly and
clearly. Therefore, when they fail to understand every word while listening, they stop
listening and lose the thread or continuation of the message, which seems to be the reason for
the panic and worry that they usually display before and during listening to the message. In
connection with this problem, it cannot be denied that student motivation will play an
important role in this learning to listen. As said by Brown Brown [9].
Listening Material
Interesting material found in meaningful and diverse familiarity should be made available to
students. This can help them understand more easily. In addition, the material must be made
as natural as possible so that students can practice and imitate the original voice of the
speaker. The conclusion is that teachers will know more about listening interest with similar
activities. If not, students will be bored and don't want to learn it anymore. The use of songs
can also motivate students to attend lessons and pay attention in class, because songs can be
used for various kinds of teaching and learning activities.
Good Listener
Students are said to be good at listening if they are active in the learning process of listening
[10]. The characteristics of an active listener can be summarized below:
a. firstly, Make eye contact or follow the listening
b. secondly, Summarize the listening of the material has heard
c. thirdly, Make connection what are listening to what already know
d. fourthly, Ask and answer the question while during the learning listening process.
Song
According to Hornby, a song is a piece of music with the words sung. Songs can also be great
language packs that can combine culture and vocabulary, listening to grammar and a number
of other language skills in just a few rhymes. Songs can also give a relaxed feeling to lessons
that are hot and boring day. Of course almost everyone likes songs, and it has been a part of
our language and our lives since we were born onwards. When we were babies, we often
heard songs from mothers and fathers singing songs to take us to sleep in the room. When we
were little, we played, sang, and danced to the beat. And when we were teenagers, we always
consumed the artist's beat from the songs that were popular in the world. And as we grow
older, we often hear songs on television, movies, theater, even the evening news. And while
we are working, or while we are playing, the song will be there to amplify all kinds of moods
and emotions.
From the explanation above, here we suggest including songs in language learning as well.
Songs have been heard by people in this world from birth to death. So, listening to these
songs has become commonplace or a habit that is liked by everyone. In addition, the presence
of the song can give us an impression during a relaxing lesson on a hot and boring day.
The Use of Song as Authentic Listening Material
The use of original materials is one of the important factors that must be considered when
designing listening skills material. By using this listening material, students will be given the
opportunity to develop their skills needed to understand and use common language that can be
found in real situations. Therefore, in this case it is important to take the best possible
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opportunity to be able to provide students with examples of the use of real language that can
help them become more competent and communicative.
According to Ur that listening activities based on simulated real-life of the situations are most
exciting and motivating than contrived of the textbook of comprehension of exercises. The
following features characterize real life listening activity:
1. We listen for a purpose and with certain expecting
2. We make an immediately response to what we hear
3. We see the person we are listening to
4. There are some visual or environment clues as to the meaning of what is heard
5. Stretches of hand discourse are spontaneous and differ from formal spoken prose in
redundancy, noise and colloquialism, and auditory character.
From the characteristics above, the song is one of the ingredients to be heard authentically.
Ross says that an example of authentic listening material would be listening to songs to learn
more about famous bands and singing in English. As we know wherever we are, these songs
always follow or ring in our ears and follow us at home, at school, at work, in the car, and
anywhere [11].
So, it can be concluded that we can immediately listen to the song and are also interested in
learning the value of the language it contains. Then when designing lessons and teaching
materials to be able and also to further develop listening comprehension skills, students need
to be motivated and still have to be motivated. This is best achieved by determining the
appropriateness of the song material that can be heard, such as the use of the song as the
original material. So that we know the use of the song can also stimulate and motivate
students to understand the content of the material.
The Criteria Song Selection
The important thing to know about choosing songs to use in the classroom is to make sure to
choose songs with clear lyrics. Otherwise it would be very annoying and also disappointing if
the students didn't understand a word. The recording must also be nice and clear. Maybe using
a studio album will be better than the live version. Furthermore, M. Lynch provides three
criteria for selecting songs [12], namely:
1. Use songs that are popular today among students whenever possible. but unfortunately,
students often choose songs that are not used in class or are not suitable and unpleasant
so that the songs cannot be used.
2. Songs must have clear lyrics and are easy to understand and understand. It should be
noted that there is nothing worse than a song that hardly anyone can understand. If you
have difficulty understanding every lyric when listening to it, then another song should
be chosen which is more suitable and appropriate.
3. Songs must have a suitable theme; songs with negative themes should be avoided,
because there is enough bad news, negative things, and violence in the world of songs
that should be avoided. There are many songs that are positive, cheerful, even funny
songs available.
Consecutively, Orlova said that while choosing the right song for the students at that time it
could also be discussed with them which song was suitable and appropriate for them, it was
necessary to ask them to follow the criteria below [13]:
1. The song should set a trend for a particular music
2. There must not be the slightest form of violence in it.
3. The song must contain a certain artistic image.
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It is realized when teaching students; and it can be said that you have to choose the song
according to the level of difficulty. The suitability in choosing songs is very important. and
also it must be known that whether the students will like the song or not..
Benefit of Song
Utilizing songs by using songs in class, can train students' skills to listen to songs and
improve their knowledge culture. Almost all types of music can be used in ESL learning in
the classroom. This pronunciation and rhythm of learning to children of these songs can help
students become more interested in different types of songs in the classroom. Then Practice
reading the lyrics, learning each vocabulary, and listening to various songs that can help
students become more familiar with these popular songs and can also make them more
confident in their ability to listen and understand the world around them as they do as said by
Brown. Here it can be seen that the other benefits of using songs in class are that songs can be
used, including:
1. as a presentation of topics, point language, lexical, etc.
2. as training and practicing language point, lexis, etc.
3. to focus on common mistakes for learners in a more direct way
4. to encourage them to listen extensively and intensively
5. to stimulate them to discuss attitudes and feelings
6. to promote creativity and use their imagination
7. to give the impression of a relaxed classroom atmosphere
8. to bring variety and create fun in learning
From the description above, it can be considered that these songs have many benefits. Some
of them are songs that can motivate students and students to be more confident in their ability
to listen to this material.
In this lesson plan, remember that the main memory of this principle is to relate to something
they need and to remember something students already know. Children often sing songs
without them knowing or understanding what the words mean. But many of the songs use
good and correct words. Treat this as an example of using good and correct sentences. Make it
a habit to use lyrics that the children are familiar with. We can choose a song without asking
them to choose it. But we need to review the lyrics carefully to make sure these are the words
we want to teach for them (Betsy B. Lee). Improve listening skills, and increase knowledge of
target culture, then focus on grammatical forms as well as selected vocabulary from the lyrics
of songs recorded using an audio cassette recorder, handouts / worksheets accompanying
pictures.
What Are the Benefits of Using Music to Teach Reading?
What should be we used as a teach reading here, there are many of ways to apply the music of
the reading of the lessons. The benefits of using that music to teach the reading that include to
improving intonation and rhythm. They can also be used to help with other and can be literary
and writing devices like symbolism and punctuation. A student doesn't always need to know
how to read the music to or for a teacher to use music in his reading lessons.
1. Pronunciation
If you repeat a sentence that you hear in a foreign language, or try to read a word you
are unfamiliar with, you will likely not pronounce it correctly. However, if you sing that
same phrase or expression, your pronunciation will be much better. This is because you
are repeating a sound instead of trying to read a word. This is especially useful when
learning to read languages like English that are not always spelled as they sound.
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2. Vocabulary
For vocabulary here, Musical lyrics are very beneficial for teaching reading. Not only
does it help improve a student's of vocabulary, it can help them to retain that knowledge
by enhancing the concentration and memory. It can also help the student to remember
he grammatical rules and spelling. Students can learn new words by studying the
music's lyrics and then learn the meanings of words by understanding its context. Also
this can helps students learn and understand the emotional impact of the written and
spoken word.
3. Punctuation
As punctuation here, a student needs to know how to read music for this of the lesson to
apply, but it can help a second-language of the student whose first of language uses
little or no punctuation. Written and sheet music has a unique kind of punctuation to
denote the notes' cadence of it, the speed, and interval. The Punctuation in written
English has the same of the purpose and the functions in the same way [14].
General Benefits
While using music when teaching reading has many fringe the benefits of that and are not
directly related to the activity of reading itself. The amount of the repetition that often comes
with the learning how to read can be tedious and even the frustrating for students of any age
of bracket. Music can improve the morale and the sense of community in a classroom. It can
also help to motivate and cheer up to students that might be tired or stressed out [15].
Musical lyrics are very beneficial for teaching of reading of skill. At the same time, not only
does it help improve a student's of vocabulary of it, it can help them to retain that knowledge
by enhancing the concentration and the memory. It can also help to the student while
remember of grammatical of rules and spelling. Students can learn new words by studying the
music's lyrics and then learn of words' meanings by understanding the songs' of the context.
This also helps the students to learn and to understand the emotional impact of the written and
spoken word.
METHOD
Research Design
This research is a classroom action research and the purpose of this research is class action
that will be carried out in the classroom to improve the quality of practical learning as said by
Arikunto [16]. On the other hand, it can be interpreted that this action is taken to solve
problems in the classroom. Therefore, the aim of this study is to solve problems in learning
English with listening skills. And in conducting this research, of course there was permission
from the English teacher at SMP N 1 Beringin. As mentioned by Arikunto, novice researchers
are advised to collaborate in conducting action research. The teacher assists researchers in
planning, acting, and observing. Then more than that, it is also possible for the researcher to
ask for input from the teacher for this lesson.
Research Subjects
The research subjects were the seventh grade students of SMP N 1 Beringin Lubuk Pakam
which consisted of 31 students, 4 boys and 27 girls and most of them were students living in
the area.
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Research Settings
According to Arikunto, there is no population and sample in an action research, but it is
known as a research setting. This is where this research was conducted. namely at SMP N 1
Beringin Lubuk Pakam..
Instrument of Collecting Data
In this research, would be used two methods, they were [17]:
1. First is the interview guide is needed when interviewed the teacher and to get some
information about the students, teaching and learning of the process of it, and seeing the
school condition.
2. Second is, the Test, to acquire the data, this research of instrument's was test; and the song
of sheets of the lyric were given as a test as an actions. The test consisted of 55 items of
filling in the missing words in the lyrics' test papers.
Technique of Data Collection
The data was collected by test and observation while the observation was done to know the
students' attitude as know it’s become qualitative information while in the research during of
that process of the research. Meanwhile, the quantitative data was taken from the students’
score in the test.
Techniques of Data Analysis
Descriptive of quantitative of technique
After collecting, the data was analyzed by the researcher in steps below.
1. As knowing the students' score, by the formula of S is score (the students’ score) or (total
of sums)
2. As Knowing mean score each test, by the formula:
M
= mean score
= total of the students’ score
N
= number of the student
3. And for comparing the result of each test to know whether using songs can improve
vocabulary students’ listening skills.
The score of objects were interpreted by consulting with the following interval of five
scales the students’ score based on the scoring at SMP N 1 Beringin:
Table 1. The five scales interval of students’ score
Score
Categories
85-100
Very Good
75-84
Good
60-74
Moderate
40-59
Low
0-30
Failed
In this research that found the students would be hoped to get the score upper to the
moderate category. This research would be finished if the students got a good or perfect
score of type. In additional, that the target was 75 to 100 students’ mean of score.
Percentage of Data
The steps of the technique of data were performed as follows [18]:
1. Giving the test to fill in the bank in the missing of words
2. Collecting the student’s answer sheet
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3. Finding on the correct and incorrect answer and concluding in the students result
4. Calculating the students’ acreage scores by using percentage formula:
Total of the students' score
Average Score

x 100 %
Total item test

5. The data analyzed by using the following formula:
𝑁
Q = 𝐾 x 100%
Q = Percentage of correct items
N = The Number of correct item
K = The Number of items
Research Setting Description
This research was conducted at SMP N 1 Beringin Lubuk Pakam with The Condition of
Students in that school, the number students of seventh grade students at SMPN N 1 Beringin
are 31 students that consist of 4 males and 27 females.
Research Finding
From that reason that the researcher tried to grow the students’ motivation by using songs,
where it can be hoped can improve their vocabulary in listening skill. For the test, the students
were given the test to know their listening skills before the treatment. The result of the test
can be seen in the table below:

N
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Tabel 2. The Score Distribution in Test
Students’ Initial Total of Score (N) Percentage
Items (Q)
NRP
55
20
36,3
BKH
55
50
90,9
TRA
55
22
40
EEG
55
27
43,6
SDL
55
21
38,18
EAY
55
33
60
DAS
55
17
30,9
EDK
55
12
21,8
NAY
55
34
61,8
NS
55
15
27,2
DA
55
40
72,7
AP
55
18
32,7
WL
55
16
29,1
HP
55
22
40
YDS
55
36
65,4
AMS
55
26
47,2
APT
55
25
45,4
SA
55
10
18,18
DPS
55
20
36
GSF
55
20
36
AO
55
13
23,6

Score Note
Failed
Very Good
Low
Low
Failed
Moderate
Failed
Failed
Moderate
Failed
Moderate
Failed
Failed
Low
Moderate
Low
Low
Failed
Low
Failed
Failed
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

DSM
SGM
YH
SNA
FA
SW
AJN
WM
DS
NS

55
55
55
55
55
55
55
55
55
55

20
23
20
25
19
25
47
27
26
22

Total

36
41,8
36,3
45,4
34,5
45,4
85,4
49,1
47,2
40
1417,66

Failed
Low
Failed
Low
Failed
Low
Very Good
Failed
Low
Low

The average of percentage of the student’s’ improvement of vocabulary was formulated by
using the following computation:
NP=

𝑅
𝑁

Where: N = Wanted Percentage

1417,66

R = The total Students’ score
N = The Number of Students’

=
31
= 45,73
𝑁

Q = 𝐾 x 100%
=

1417,66
55

= 0,18 x 100%
= 83,14%

The instruction objective could be achieved when the average student's improvement is more
than 64, while the percentage of the whole students' in listening song lyrics is 83,14%. It
means that the seventh grade of SMP N1 Beringin Lubuk Pakam were still inferior. We can
compare it with the following acceptable manual.
Point
90-100
80-89
65-79
55-64
Down-55

Letter
A
B
C
D
E

Predication
Very Good
Good
Enough
Less
Fail

From the table above, it is known that the students' mean score was 45.73. This means that the
song lyrics that the students hear are still low. And the majority still scored below 60. Only
six students scored moderate-very good, forty students failed, and the rest had low scores.
During the test, researchers also observed students' attitudes in answering questions. They
enjoy the test given but they are still confused about identifying the missing words.
From the observations and students' scores on the test, it shows that listening to songs can
arouse student motivation. His efforts were indeed successful, but still required appropriate
song activity treatment in order to get a higher score.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Based on that test score, the writer using the test lyric song by David Archuleta lyric with that
tittle is “Crush”. And also that have the result of the test show most of students are difficulty
to write the missing words like “possibility, alone, crazy, something and cause”. And they
have confusing to write down to make different between “think” - thing” and “no” - know”,
they think that is same words, and then they can’t catch to that the missing word like "breath"
and "can go" this is they feel so fast and did not clear. But where they are, only one gets high
score and 5 get an average score out of 31 students who can answer the test correctly.
CONCLUSION
Based on the results of data analysis here, it can be concluded that the use of song lyrics in the
classroom can motivate students. The concept of using authentic material listening to the
lyrics of the song has been contained in the lyrics of the popular song performed by their
favorite artist and they idolize according to adhering to the same values and principles that
have been taught in authentic material, such as commitment, responsibility, love and
affection. Conveying a message through song lyrics is much cooler and more useful. Songs
are also easily available, songs present new vocabulary and expressions in context, through
songs students become familiar with native speakers' pronunciation, songs provide topics for
discussion as well as group, and finally most students enjoy listening to and analyzing song
lyrics.
The effectiveness of the use of the song is also seen from the results of the students' tests
which they obtained from an average score of 45.73 which obtained a value of 83.14. This
shows that the vocabulary of students in listening skills has increased on each of these tests
even though they do not get a score assessment but the use of the song lyrics can improve
students' vocabulary skills in listening skills.
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